
Earth Team
Volunteers Help
With Prize-winning
Christmas Parade
Float in Lee County

The Lee County SWCD/NRCS Earth Team Volunteers and staff worked hard to
decorate and enter a float in the Opelika Christmas Parade on December 4, 2002. Their
hard work paid off--they won 2nd place in the handcrafted float division and received
$50! Trinity School won first place.

The day arrived with rain being predicted, instead it was just cloudy, windy, and
VERY COLD. The inclement weather did not interrupt the excitement of the event.
There were 74 entries in the parade including bands, marching groups, 12 professional
floats, and 55 handcrafted floats. So…by winning 2nd place out of 55 handcrafted floats—
Lee County did great!

Earth Team Volunteers are directly
responsible for the success of the float.
Many thanks go to Brenda Cannon,
Dorothy Deithcler, Katlin Mulvaney, Janet
Mulvaney, Ashley Whatley, Britney Cox,
Heather Meadows, and Bobby
Chanthophor. They assisted in preparing
for the parade, decorating the float, and
helping take the decorations off the float.
The NRCS State Office Public Affairs Staff
helped greatly in producing the beautiful
signs (that were designed by Fay Garner)
and supplying the posters.

The float, featuring the slogan,
"Conservation is our GIFT to Lee County,"
was filled with Lee County SWCD/NRCS
celebrities…Ruby Raindrop and Sammy
Soil (provided by Coosa County SWCD), Po
County SWCD Supervisors, and Earth Team
included:
Anne Miller (SWCD Administrative Coordinator)
gets a hug from Ruby Raindrop and Sammy
Soil
ster and Essay Contest Winners, Lee
 Volunteers. Those riding the float



Ruby Raindrop (Heather Meadows-Opelika
High School Student & Earth Team
Volunteer) and Sammy Soil (Bobby
Chanthophor-Opelika High School
Student & Earth Team Volunteer)

Will Burke (Lee County SWCD 1st Place, Sr.
Essay Contest Winner - Opelika High
School)

Katlin Mulvaney (Lee County SWCD 1st Place
and State 1st Place, Jr. Essay Contest
Winner - New Life Christian Academy)

Rebecca A. McMillian with Parent (Lee County
SWCD 1st Place Elementary Poster
Contest Winner)

Dr. L.E. Ensminger (Lee County SWCD
Supervisor)

Brenda Cannon (Earth Team Volunteer)
Britney Cox (Earth Team Volunteer)
Ashley Watley (Earth Team Volunteer)
Eddie Jolley (NRCS District Conservationist)
Rhoda Kerr (NRCS Soil Conservation Technician
Anne Miller (SWCD Administrative Coordinator)
Gaines Whatley (Lee County SWCD Supervisor)

Lee County SWCD/NRCS and Earth Team Volun
and got very close, and they said, “Just wait until
Lee County SWCD Board Member
Gaines Whatley drove the truck and
was accompanied by Dorothy Deitchler,
Earth Team Volunteer.
)

teers wanted to win 1st place this year
 NEXT YEAR!”
Contest winners try to keep warm on the float as they wait
for the parade to start.


